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Abstract

Analysts of environmental impact assessment and sustainability assessment tools recognise
that ideally different types of knowledge and thinking need to be incorporated for such tools
to be more effective in their sustainability objectives. Broadening thinking help to
understanding complex issues these tools aspire to uncover. The sole use of positivist lenses
is inadequate in seeking to better understand complexity. Assessment tools are usually
formulated in a rational-technical or positivist manner. This can be problematic. The tools are
driven by top-down technocratic motivations, which is not always ideal for an ever increasing
complex society. Paradigms and theories influence our conceptualisation of phenomena and
actions we take. This has been recognised by International Relations (IR) specialists and
commentators confronted by the question of the discipline, relevance to policy formulation.
International Relations can add to assessment practitioners’ knowledge and skills base since it
is steeped in theory, deals with issues affecting all levels of society and investigates
numerous concerns. Concepts and views from the discipline | will discuss are change,
interactive processes, everyday international political economy and agential power and
governability. The main question is what is the substance of these views and concepts and
how can they assist the assessment practitioner? Throughout, I will indicate the relevance of
the views and concepts, to assessment processes with practical examples.
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