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Chapter 9: Mohair, cashmere and other animal hair fibres
L Hunter, CSIR and Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University (NMMU), South Africa

Although luxury animal fibres, excluding silk, represent far less than 0.1% of global
fibre production, they play a very significant role in the luxury, high value-added end
of the market, notably the apparel market, being renowned for their special and
mostly unigue features, such as comfort and softness. This chapter covers the
production, properties, processing and end-uses of the various luxury animal fibres,
with the exclusion of silk, with the main focus on the down (undercoat) fibres of those
animals with two fibre coats.



