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Abstract 
 

Crime is, to a large degree, absent from the contemporary debate on sustainability. Yet it is 

difficult to think of sustainable cities without considering crime and safety in the design, 

planning and development process. Some argue that ecological or environmental aspects are 

disproportionately favoured in the public discourse. The sustainability of a city, as a complex 

system, involves much more. The authors contend that attention should also be paid to social 

and economic aspects, and more consideration given to the devastating impact of crime and 

violence. 


