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ABSTRACT:

This paper aims to provide evidence of how the ecological system theory was applied to influence
teachers in rural schools in South Africa to use technology in their classrooms.
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Abstracr—This aims to provide evidence of how the countries

ecological
svs&.lhnnmaﬂildtoﬁmem-mdm
in South Africa to mse techmology im their classrooms The
ecological systems theory stems from psychology to indicate all
the isswes In a system that can mfluence childhood development.
This was adapted to be applied in one case study (ftwo schools
with 23 teachers) to indicate how it can be used to develop the

In South Africa, just as in many other African countries
there 15 the view that ICT offers zreat promise of bemng the
universal remedy that will creat2 anm oppormumry for
unprecedented economic growth, comirol pandemic diseases,
create distance education opportunities, give impemus to the
democratization process and good govermance, and leapfrog
countries out of economic stagnation [3-5]. The reality i1s that
Africa 15 plagued by numerous undesirable inhibiting factors
and has to focus on some key priorities such as the combat
against HIV/AIDS, poverty and illiteracy, political
uncerainty, weak ICT infrastucture, poor policy and
regulatory rameworks and Iimited human resources [3. 6. 7).
In South Afnica. in 2004, the White Paper on e-education [8]
was provided to be the first formal aducation policy on ICT I
paved the way for ICT implementation in South African
schools.

ICT should be used as a resource for whole school
development to improve productivity, management and
administration. cumiculum integration and = deliery,



